Overview

* Food security means avallability,
accessibility and affuordability of food (o
all people al all times. The poor
households are more vulnershle (o food
msecurity whenever there ts a problem
of production or distritbution of food
crops. Food securtly depends on the
Public Mstibution System (PDS) and
government vigilance and action at

tmes. when this securtty is threatened.

What is food security?
Food 15 as essential for iving as atr 1s for

brealhing, Bul food security mra_nﬁ-—"

something more than geliing two ﬂ.t[uaft

meals, Food security has fulluw'lgg“

dimenstons

fa) availability of food mcaps‘., food
production within the country. food
tmports and the previous vears stock
siored in gmﬂ’rmltm g:mmﬂtﬂ "

(b} accessibility means E:-nd 'I,s‘wlltﬂn rrar:lt »

ul every person.

(0) affordabitity tmplies that an mmmlum
has enough money to buy suffient,
sife and nutritions food Lo meel one's
dietary needs,

Thus, food se::unii,__tﬂ_iﬁmurcd in a
country enly if (1) enough food 1s avatlable
for all the persons (2] all persons have
the capacity to buy food of accepiable
qualily and«(3).ikiere is no barrier on
arcess o fapd.

Why food security?

The poorest seciton of the soctety might
be food insecure most of the Umes while

persans above the poverty Ine might also
be [ood msecure when the country faces

Feonmmics

Food Security in India
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“a mnallonal disaster/calamity like
carthguake. drought. Mood. tsunami.
widespread fatlure ol crops causing
[amine, ele. How Is food security
affected during a calamity? Due (o &
natural calamily, say droughl, tolal
productlon of foodgrains decreases. [L
crealeés a shariage of [vod in the affecied
arcas. Due to shortage of food, e prices
goes up. Al lhe high prices. some people
cannol afford to buy fond. If such calamity
happens In a very wide spread area or 1s
stretehed over a longer UWme pertod, 1t
may cause a slluatlon of starvatlon.
A massive starvation might take 5 tum
of [amine.

A Famine ts characterised by wide.
spread deaths due lo siarvation and
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epidemics caused by forced use of know affectad
contaminated wwater or decaying food and m the mﬂ m::
loss of body reststance due to weakening labourers, ﬂﬂhgmm. transport
fromrstaroation. workers and olher casual libourers
The most devastating (amine that WeTe mmﬂwmmtymmy

occurred I India was the FAMINE OF
ncrensing price of roe. They were the
BENGAL m 18943, This famine killed thirty alies wh:;g st mqf“m Eanine. A

Iakh people In the provinee of Bengal. : R : L'

Table 4.1: V'roduction of Rice 11 the Provinee of Besgnl

Year = Production Imports Exports Total Avallabllity
{Lakh tonnes) {Lakh tonnes) (Lakh tonnes) {Lakh tonnes)

1638 H5 a5

1830 ™ 04 83

1940 & ] - H5

|G} 65 w - 70

1942 ay 01 a2

143 76 04 h | 74

Saource: Sen. A K. 1981 Mage 61

.llil|

- _let | ﬂl:waa

. Some penplc say that the Bengal famine hﬂppencd hecause there was a shoriage
of fce. Study the table and fnd ot whethep youhagree with the statenent?

2. Which year shows a drastle decline In Ii:mu_l avallability?

Picture 4.1 Stamation vwlims arrnmmg af o Plcture 4.2 [Mring the Hengal Famine of
retiefcenime. 1945, 1953, q famihy beares s pillage
mfhll.l‘.{mn'; dlistrict in Henal. on
Food Security in India 43 e
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fat Suggested Activity

{al Whal do vou see in Ploture 4.17

{h) Which age :group 15 seen in the [Orst
ploture?

(e} Can you say Lhat Lhe family shown In
the Piciore 4 2 is a poor family? why?

{d] Can you imagine the source of
Iivelihood of the people, shown in lwo
Pletures) before the oceurrence of
famine? (In the context of a village)

(¢) Find cut what type of help is given (o
the vwictinis ol a ndlural calamity al a
reliel carnp.

{1} Have you ever helped such vicUms (1n
the formm of money, lood, clothes,
medices ele.)

PROJECT WORK: Gather more
information aboul famines In Indta

Nothing like Bengal famine has
happened In Indla agam. [L 1s. however.”
disturbing Lo nole that even today, farotne,

Itk condifions extst In many paris of the
country,
umes. Natural calamilies and pandemies
may alse lead to food shorlage. For
example Covid-189 pandemic Nad an

adverse tmpact upon the food security.

Restriction on movement of people and
goods and services impacted economic
activity. Therefore food security 1s needed
i a country to ensure food -ag all'imes,
including calamiiles and pandemies

Who are food-insecure?

Although a larpe secllan of-people suffer
from food and oulriuoen insecurily in
India. the worst.affected groups are
landless people with/litlle or no land to
depend upon, traditional artisans,
prividers of trAditional services, petty self-
employed “workers and desittules
including begaars. [n the urban areas, the
food msecure familles are those whose
workiing members are generally emplovel
i ll-patd opcupations and casual labour
These workers are largely

Erommmes
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leading to starvatton deaths ab

engaved In seasonal activitles and are paid
very low wages Lhal jusl ensure bare
survival,
E‘ . u.r_n -
Ramiu works s n msual labourer

in agricullure m Ratpur village. His
Hdeﬂlﬁnnﬂumuﬂmls 10 years old

also works as a palf Io loak afier the
callle of the Sarpanch of the villige
&lpalﬂnglLSmnuEmpmyﬁl’nr:
Lhe whole year by the Saj 1 and
1% paid a sum of Rs 1. for this
work., Hamu has three tnstms
and wo daughters but

ynungmwuﬂ:ﬂﬂ:lthl:ﬂnl wt[e

161d nlung wilh her
busy season and
his ca;rumgs-

ity employs Ramu only during
s ‘of sowing, mﬂmpmuugmd.
or -aboul 4 months durmg the
pertod of plant consolidation and
maturing in a year. He locks for
work in other activities. Some limes
he gets employment tn brick laying
ar 1 cnnslmr.:ﬂuu activitles In the
able to earn enuug& efther tn cash
ar kind for him (o buy essentals for
two square meals for s l'anui
However, during the days when

{5 unable to gel some work, he and
his family really face diffioullies and
sometimes his small kids have lo
sleep without food. Milk anﬁ_
vegetables are not' a regular :
meals (n the fmmily. Ramu ﬁnﬂd
insecure during 4 months when he
remains unemployed because of the
seasonal nature of agriculiure wm:k.



At Lat's Placuss

Why 15 agriculture a seasonal acltiviity?
Why Is Ramu uncmployed for aboul

four months In a year?

What does Ramu db when he i1s

unemployed?

Who are supplemeniing income in

Ramu's [amily?

Why does Hamu GEee difficuliy when

he 1s unable to have work?
When 1s Ramu food Insecur=?
‘Story of Ahmad

Ahmad ts a rickshaw puller in
Bangalore. He has shifled from
Jhumrt Taltah along with his 3
brothers. 2 sisters and old parents.
He stays i a jhuggl The survival of
all members ol hts family depends on
his daily earnings from pulling
rickshaw.: However, he does not have
a secured employment and his
eamings fluctuaie every day. During

all his dilj“rlﬂ—i;!ajf IIEEEEEIHES"I
oiher days, he barely earns €nough
to buy his ditly necessities. Humt;:
runume@ Ahmad haﬂ__l-\'l:llﬂwmrli.
which 1s PDS Card for e

line people. With this,

gels sufftclent quantily of w

sugar and kerosene ol for his ﬁ
use. He geis these cssentlals at

of the market price. He

mpnthily stock duﬂngm

when the mlon shop | Er.ir
below poverty peaple. In this way,
Ahmail is able (o gul his survival

with less (han il esmings for
Tuts big T hie 15 the only
eaming m :
r
-_“i?;?hi': Placuns

Does Ahmad have a regnlar (ncome

from rickshaw-pulling?

How does the vellow card help Ahmad
- 0
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run his fanilly even wilh small

cariinegs from rickshaw-pulltng?

The soclal composition along with the
mnability (o buy food alse plays a role 1n
food Imsecunity. The SCs. 5Ts and some
sections of the OBCs (lower casles among
them) who have elther poor land-base or
very low land produciivily are prone (o
food msecurity. The people affected by
nalural disasters, who have (o migrale (o
othier arcas mn search of work. are also
among Lhe maost ood Insecure prople. A
high incidence of malnuirition prevalls
among wornen. This Is a matler of sérions
concern as it puts even Lthe unbaorn baby
at the risk of malnutrition. A large
proporiton of pregnant and nursing
molhers and children under lhe age of 5
years gonstitule an important segment of
the Jiiud Insecure pnpulmmm

lT-.r

insecure people are

The (ood
dispraporiionately large in some regions
of the' country, such as cconomically
backward states with high incidence of
poverty. iribal and remote arcas: regions
more prone (o natural disasters eic. In
fact, the siales of Uitar Pradesh [castern

and soulh-eastern paris). Bihar
Jharkbhand, Orissa. West Bengal,
Chatiisgarh., parts of Madhya Pradesh and
Maharasthra account for largest number

of fond insecure people in the country.
Hunger is another aspect indicating

food insecurily. Hunger 1s not jusi an
expression of poverty. it brings about
poverty. The attatnment of food security
therefore invelves eliminating current
hunger and reducing the risks of future
hunger. Hunger has chronic and seasonal
dimensions. Chronic hunger is a
consciguence of dieis persistenily
inadequate in terms of quaniily and/or

Fond Sceurily in Indin 45
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gualtty. Poor people suffer fFom chromic
hunger becalise of then vy low Income
gnd n tuningbiltty te buy food even for
survivdl. Sgzsonzl hunder s related to
cveles ef food growing and harvesting. This
is prevalent in rural areas becaniss of the
scasonal nature of sgricoltural aotvities
z2od im urben zres= because of casial
lebourers, eng., there is less work for
casual construction labosurers: during the
tainy season. This-type of hungsr exists
when 4 person is-umable to get work for
the =ntre vear

Table L 2! P=eenitags of Housshnlds with
‘Hunger' in India
Type of hunger |
Year Seasnn]  Clhoonle
Frini=1g
ioay 162 23 15
1993204 a4z Ll =
i995-2000 25 o7 33
i.i E.H- .II I
1953 5.6 635’ 84
199304 1.1 L N
18352000 0.6 03" 2=
Soree: Sagsri200d)

The percentage of seasfinal. as well as.
chronic hunger has declined %y India as
shown n the above tahble

[ndia is aiming at Self-sufficiency in
Foodgrains since Independence,

After Independencg. [ndian policy-
makers adopted all meastres to achisve
self-sufficiency iq food drains, Indis
adopted & new sialfegy in adriculturs,
wiich reauhgd in “Green Revolution®,
especiallyiin ‘thr production of wheat
and tice.

[odits Gandhi, the then Prime Minister
of India  aofficially recorded the impressive
strides of Green Revolution in agricutture
by releasing a special stamp entitied

\ ‘Wheat Revolution' in July 1968 The
W‘ Economies:

Wﬂ

uﬁ'ﬁ "#‘
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Ficthure 4.3 AfrmerSom Poniasb standmg in
2 fiald of ane of the Aigh Yalding
Varieties af wiies! onwhitich fhe
CGr=ees Revoluifon 15 Based

success of wheat was later replicated o
rice. The inrrease in fopdgrains was,
however. dispropuriicnate. Th= highsst 1=te
of growth was nﬁtn-:.—‘t'a”i s Mitar Prasdesh
and Madhya Pradesh. which was 58 and
3T amillien tonnss in™020 21 Ths total
ﬁ}s}ﬂ'ﬁmm praduction was 310 Million
fofines in Elﬂﬂ—il 2nd it has chanded to
315 milliom i_E.IIl]EE'ﬂI Z031-23

Citar Erﬂﬁ =h and Madhva Pradesh
recorded a significart production in fisld
of w¥heet which was 36 znd 18 millica
tomnes/lo 202021, sespecin=iy.
. West Bengal and UP, on the other Hand,
terorded significant groducHon of ries 17
gnd 16 Million ‘tennes i 2020-21

respectivaly.

-":T?Sﬂp!uf!d Activify
‘.;EEL' some farms in -a oearoe village and

collect the-detsilsof food crops cultivated
by the femmer=.

Food Security in Indis
Since-the advent of the Geeen Bevolution
in thes early-1970s, the countrv has
avolded famine even during adverss
weather comgitions, -
India Hasz become self-safficient o
focdgrains during the last 30 yeass
becduse of ‘A vanety of crogs grown all
oyer the country. The availabllity of
foodgrains [even in sdverss weather
ronditions or otherwise] at the country




Graph 4. 1: Production of Foodgruins in India {(Million Tomes)
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Study Graph 4.1 and answer the fullowing

questions: '

{a) in which vear did our country cmﬁs
the 200 Mitlion tonne per year mark
in foodgrain production?

(b) In which decade did [ndin experience
the highest decadal “ipcrease in
fooderatn production? .

(c] Is production increase censistent in
india since 2000-017

level has further been ensured with a

carefully destoned fotd secaniy-system by

the govermment. This system has two
comparients: (al I:nufEEI!iatuLk. anel [b) pubilic
distribution system.

What Is Buffer.stoek?

Butfer Siock Is the stock of foodgralns,
namely wheat and riee, procured by the
government  through the Food
Corporation of Indla (FCI). The FCI
purchases wheal and rice from the
furmers 1n states where there 18 surplus
production. The [armers mre pald a pre-

nnn‘num'cd [i'l"i[re for thelr crops. This
prite 1s called Minimum Support Price
(MSP). The MSP 1s deciared by the
LH\TITIIHEIH every vear before the sowing.
season W provide incentives (o f@Ermers
for: r'ilﬁ'mg the prviuction of these crops.

The purchased foodgrains are stored in
grananes. Do you know why this buffer
stock 1s created by the government? This
s done to distribute foodgradns tn the
deficit areas and amang the poorer
stratn ol the soctety at o price lower than
the market price also known as Issue
Price. This also helps resoive the
problem of shortage of lood during
adverse weather condittons or during the
periods of calamity.

What i= the Public Distribution
System?

The food procured by the FC1 is distributed
through government regulated ration
shops among the poorer sectlon of the
society. This is called the Public
Distribution System (FD5). RHation shops
are now present in most localities.

Fiond Seourily in india
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villages, lowns and cltles. There are
aboul 5.b lakh ratlon shops dll over the
counlry. Rallon sheps also, known as
Falr Price Shops, kecp stock ol
[oodgralns, sugar. and Keroseune [or
cooking. These llenms are sold o people
al a price lower than the markel price.
Any family with a ratlon card® can buy a
stipulated amount of these lems (eg. 35
kg of gralns, 5 litres of kerosene. 5 kus of
sugar eic.| every monih from the nearby
ration shop.

*There are three kinds ol rallon cards: (a)

Ammmmmemﬂﬂnm
(b} BPL cards for those below |
antl ¢} APL cards for all oliers.

(¥ sugyested Activity

Visil your area’s ration shop and got the
following detalls

1. When does the ratton shop open?

2. Whal are the llems sold at the m.!!i-:-:;-.

shop?

3. Compare the prices of rice and sugar
from the ration shop with I:ht prices
at any other grocery Ehup‘?{l'bl‘ families
below poverty llnie)

4. Fimd oul:

Do you have a :rauﬂu uatd?
What has your family recently huught
with this card from the ralion shop?

200423

Are Lhere any problenis thal they [ace?

Why are mtion shops necessary?

The intmoduciion of Rationing in India
dales back Lo the [940s againsi the
backdrop of the Bengal famine. The
rallontig sysiem was revived 1o the wake
of an acule [ood shartage during the
19605, prior lo the Gréen Revolution. [n
the wake of the high inctdence of poverty
levels, as reporied by the NSSO in the
mid-1970s, three imporiant food
interventton Programimes were
iniroduced: Public Distribution Sysiem
[PDS) for food grams (in exisiencs carlier
but strengtliened thereaftes): Inlegrated
Child Developmenl Sermviees (ICDS)
iintroduced tn 1975 'on 4n expertmental
basis) and Food- for-Work** (FFW)
limtraciuced tn 1977-78). Over the years,
seyeral new programmes have been
launched.’ and some have been

srestruchied with the growing experience

of ad:mmsleﬂu_q the programmes. Al
pmﬁnn,l there dre several Poverly
Mﬂmu‘mn Programmes (FAFs). moslly tn
rrira] areas, which have an explicit food
component also. While some of the
programmes such as PDS, mid-day meals
ele. are exclusively food security
programmes. most ol the PAPs also
enhance food securily. Employment
programmes greally contribute Lo [bod
security by Increasing the income of
the poor.

& r Juggested Activity

Gather detalled Information aboutl some
of the programmes Inlilated by Lhe
government, which have food component.

Hint: Rural wage employment
pregramme, Employment Guaraniee
Scheme, Sampurna Grameen Rojgar
Yolana, Mid Day Meal, Integrated Child
Development Services, ele.

Discuss with your leacher.



WMM
Act, 2013

This Act provides for foad and
‘nutritonal seeusity Iife at affordable
.mﬂmmhhtﬁﬁk
with dignity. Under this act. 75% of
the rural populatien and 5000 of the
urban population have heen
mlegmﬂs:ﬂugﬂglﬂehmmdmtdshr
food security.

k 1!"'";|.
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Current Status of Public the
Distribution System

Public Disiribution System (PDS) is the
most important step taken by the
Government of India (Goll towards

ensuring food security. In the beginning.

Lhe coverage of PDS was urifversal wilh
no diserimination between Lhe poor and
the non-poor. Over the yvears, the policy
related to PDS has been revised o make
il more efficient and targeled. In 1992,
Revamped Public Distributton System
(RPDS) was mroducted i 1,700 blocks
In the country. The largel was o provide
the benefits of PDS to remote and
backward areas. From June 1997, in a
renewed attempt, Targeted Public
Distribution Sysiem (TPDS)] was
introducted to adopt the principle of
largeting Lhe “poor In all areas' L was
for the first ume that a differental priee
policy was adopted for poor.and fon-
poor. Further. 1n 2000, two special
scliemes were launched vz, Anlyndayﬂ
Anna Yojana*** (AAY) and Annapurnia
Sc'hnme [APS) with spt:.clﬂl largel groups

Table 4.3: Slrmclmgcﬂ‘tuulﬁalures ufFDSt -

Nume af Yoar of Covarage l.lmf F,j' utaﬂgﬁn Issus price
scheme Introduction U | {Rs per kp.)
DS Up'to 1992 Uht'l.r\:'rﬁn_l ~ 3- W-2.24
. ) | - R-2.84
RPDS 1962 Baclwind blocks ' ul: ' ’W;_E.E]'
: Iy ﬂ imd_guhu R-377
TIDS 1907 Toorand ndn-goor | 35k of BPL-W-4.15
taumnchied in BPL, » S’ foodgmins fmonth R-5.65
2000 APL _ APL-W-E 10
-
AAY 2002 Toorsst of the poor | 35 kat o por houseliold | W-2.00!
t joodgrains permonth | R-3.00
APS 2000° Indigent senlar 10 kgl b6F Free
P citizens foodgrnins
Natlorml ﬂ-} Priority houssholds | b Ky per person W20
Focd| " peranorith R-3.00

ﬁqle.' W - Wheat: R - Rice; BPL - Below poverty line: APL - Above poverty Tine
Source: Food Corporation of Indiz, folgov.in/sales. php-view-4 1 22 |
{updated on 29,09 202 1} National Food Secorty Act. 2013
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of ‘poorest af the poor” and ‘indigent senlor  difference In foodgrain stocks n Central

citzens’, respectively. The functioning of  pool and (s stocking norms,

these two schiemes was linked with the

existing network of the PDS. ' %wmmm
Some lmportant features of PDS are AAY wiis launched fn December 2000,

sumimarised n Table 4.3, ,
The PDS has proved to be the most Uﬂdgﬁ:hm mll;mmlnig.mt “flih“
effective Instrument of govermiment policy pon among familles
. - Wrﬁd under the t.‘ir!ﬂtqﬂ publie

over the years in stabllising prices and 4 sj'ﬂﬁ:ﬂ:l o mm
making food avatlable to consumers at i Fos

affordable prices. 1t has been
instrumental in averting widespread "'-‘-"P"m“ state mﬂﬂ development

. departments through a Below Poverty
hunger and famine by supplyving food from Lﬂlﬂ lEFL] qu “.! l‘._'.thfﬁll

surplus reglons of the country to the
deficit ones. In additton. the prices have
been under reviston i favour of poor
households tn general. The system,
inchiding the mintmum suppori price and
procurement has contributed fo an
increase in foodgrain production and
provided tncome seécurily to [armers Ln‘l
certaln reglons.

However, FCI godowns are nmﬂnwh:q;
with grains, mﬂ:mmumgm*ayauﬂmr
betng eaten by rats. anh uL_E Bhdﬂi‘a the

= e b LTy
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Source: Fooud Corposatinn and ndia (dipd.gov.in/loodgraim-stocking), 2002021
(Accrsscd o 28 208 F20001 )
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*thﬂdr s a ;_ramut &m a
1f mrakes 0 3 producer (o
-:am;:nu-:iﬂy "iuheidfes -:m:; keep
copsumer prices jow while mamiamme
ahghnrmmﬁrmmm

r
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Study the Gsaph 4.2 and answer the

follgwing questions:

* In-which recent vear-lhodgrain stock
with the govermment was maximum?

¢ What is the minmimum buffer stock
norm for the FCI?7

« Why wereg the FCl granaries

overflowing with foodgreins?

In: 2022, the stock of wh=sat #and rice
with Central poal 45 159 LMT | Lakh million
toones] of whest and 104 LMT of rce
which wss much more than the
minmmum bulfer oorms. However: t.nﬁ_&
remsined consistently higher 'EE'EI; the
buffer norms. The situation 1m1:;;mfﬂd
with-the distribution of foedgrains under

different schemes launched by the.

There :i5—a genersl
conseasis thaet high =ve: of' buffer
stocks of foodgrains is very umdesitadle
and can be wasteful. The Storage of
food stosks’ has been
responsible for high carrving costs, in
addition te wastags dnd deteriorstion n
grain goality. Fre-gi_iﬁgl.if. MSF for a few
vears should be comsidered semiously.
The inczsssed fond  grains
procursment at enphanced MSP* is the
result of the pressure exerted by
ieading foodgrain producing ststes, such
85 Punjab, Harydnas and Andhsa
Pradesh. Moreover. 'as the mrocurement

goverpment,

Mas3IvE

Pleture 4.5 Fanuers maa__,s of Grams

m;ﬁ:u:mrﬁ:i

is u'ﬂﬂcEEtratﬁd_ih_-é few prosperous

regions {Pufq;h. Harvana, Western
Uttar Pradesh Andhra Pradesh and b
g lesser extent in West Bengsl] and
m’ajnl'r of bwo crops— whesat and rice—
ingiease dn MSP has Induced fammers.
_];a.rﬁ.:gﬂaz‘w 1 smorplus states, to divert
lapd from production of coarse grains.
which is the stagle food of the poor ko

ths= ;_lm-du:ti.i:m af rice: and whieat. The

in the
caltivetion of rice has eslso led to
environmental degradation and fall in
ths water level.
sustainability of the agricultural
development in thess sizates.

intensive utilisation of water

threatening the

" Th= mﬁ:glﬁmnmmﬂu{:pmi Pnna'i
[MSP) have ralsed the maintensnce
cmﬁm&uﬂmwm
government Rising transportation
mﬂmﬂgmﬁﬂdtﬁnﬂ'ﬂlmﬂh&r

' ',';'__ fEctors in this incresse,

Food Securiy inindia i
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As per the NSSO report No. 558 i rural
India, Lhe per person per month
consumption of fee has declined from 6,38
Kg. tn 2004-05 to 598 Kg tn 2011-12, In
urban India, the per person per month
consumption of rice, too has declined from
4.71 Kg in 2004-05 (0 4.49 Ke 201 1-12.
Per Capila consumpuoen of PDS tice has
doubled In rurl India and increasesd by
66% tn urban Indis since 2004-05. The per
Capita consumption of PDS wheal has
doubled stnee 2004-05 m both rural and
urban India.

PDS dealers are sometimes found
resoriing to malpractices like diveriing
the grains o open market o gel beller
margin, selling poar quallty grains at
rallon sheps. Irregular opening of the
shops, ele. 1t 1s common to find thal ratton
shops regutarty have unsold stocks of poar -
quality grains lefi. This has proved to be
a big problem. When rallon shops arg’

anable Lo sell, a massive stock of

[eoderains piles up with the FCL In recent
vears, there 15 another faclpr that-has
1l o the decline of the PDS. ﬂamﬂrﬂew
family. poor and non-poor hadia ratlon
card with a fixed quots of ttems such as
rice. wheat, sugar et These were sold
at the same low price Lo every familv: The
three Lypes of cards and (e range of
prices thal you see loday did nollextisi. A
large number of l'amlllrsr could buy
fooduralns from the mlﬁrtt,qlmpﬂ stibject
to & fixed gquota. These dncluded low
income famﬂ!r*;_xwhase incomes were
marginaily higtw.litan the below poverly
Nne famtlles. Now, with TPDS of three
different pﬂcﬁs any family above the
poverly Inégeis very litle discount at
the ratton shiop. The price lor APL family

Erommmes

Development

Is almest as high as open market price,
sa there 1s litle mcentive for them Lo buy
these items from the ration shop.

Bole o ‘EII{IIIE['EI]‘I'EIS in 1ood Sﬂtﬂﬂlf

The cooperatives are also playing an
important role in food security in India
espécially in the soutliern and weslern
parls ol the coanlry. The cooperalive
soclelles sel up shops Lo sell low priced
goods (o poor people. For example. out
of all {atr price shops munning tn Tamtl
Nadu. around 94 per cenl are being run
by the cooperatives, In Delht: “Mother
Datry is making sirides in proviston of
milk and vegeiables to (he gonsumers
al controlled rates decided by
Governmenl of Dglhtt Amul 1s another
success 5tur:.rmf ﬂﬂﬂpﬂ'ﬂlht“i in milk
and Tilk profiucts from Gujaral. It has
!}rﬂ‘ugh{ abpul the White Revolutton in
the couniry, These are a few examples
“of manpy more cooperalives running in
different parts of the counbry ensuring
food securily ol different secllons
ﬂf‘ﬁﬂl’ﬂtl}'

\élmlldriy in Maharashtra, Academy of
Science (ADS)  has
factlitated a nmetwork of NGOs for setiing
up grain banks tn different regions. ADS
organises (raining and capacity bullding
programmes on food security [or NGOs.
Gratn Banks are now stowly laking shape
tn different paris of Mahamshira, ADS
eiforts 1o set up Crain Banks. Lo [acilitale
replication through other NGOs and o
influence the Government's policy on food
stcurlty are thus paying rich dividends.
The ADS Grain Bank programme s
acknowledged as a successiul and
tnnovative food secunly inlerventon.
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T summary

Food secnrity of a nution b ensured i all of is citizens hove enpugh nutritlons food
wnilable, all persons hive the eapacity to buy food of seceptable guality and there

B no barmier enaceess o food. The people ving below the poverty Hine might be food
rsccure all the Ume white betiér off people might alsa turn food insecure diie Lo
culnmity or disasior. Allhough a large secUon of prople suffer from feod and nutcition
insdeurity in India . the worst affectod gronps ore nndless of land gioor houscholds

in rural ureas and peaple employed in i1l paid occupations amd casual lubourers
engaced n scasonnl activities in the drbin areas. The foad insecure people bre
disproportionulely lardge b swne regions ol Lthe counlry. such as coonamically
bockvsird stntis with high Hicidenice of poverty, ribal nnd remole hrcis, regions
more prone to i diszsters oie, To ensure availability of focd 1o all sections of

the soefoty this ndion govermmend carefully designed food security systom, whichiis
compesod of two componois: (o} buffor stock mnd (b pobe distribotion sysieme »
addition to PLES, varioss poverty ablevintion progrmmmes were also stortod whigh
comprised o component of food securtty. Some of these programmes are: hﬁe cif |
Child Development Services [ICDS); Food-for Work (FFW); Midt-Day Mmhbgﬁmﬁin .
Anna Yojuna (AAY]) cte. In nddition to the role of e government in ensyring food 1
seourily, there are varous coopemitives mmd m adso wm'ltmgh'lum fownrds

this direction. rédh "\ "
- i . .
F' \'

A —

e Fa T o .
el J- Ay’ 'l.
Emnlm ’ w
¥y | i L " [’—\.

1. Hiw b5 fndd smuﬂwmumdhltuﬂm'? '

2. Whieh are the peaple T IEEHL ter fnml iﬁ:u.’g,n'ity'* .

8. Wiiteh atates are il food nseetre i ndin? '

4. Do you believe Ih';p, gl;u*n rn'uhcum;: hits mande fndla sell-sufficient in food
gratns? How?

5. Asection of peaple in !miﬂa,ﬂf;: mil wﬂhuuifmﬂ Explain?

6. Whnt hoppens th tie mpply ‘affood whicn there 5 a disuster or o caliimiiy?

7. Difftrentiale bntm:miﬁﬁmmj hunger and chronic hunger?

B. Wiml has our wﬂﬂ:mmul done Lo provide lood seourity Lo the poor? [isiuss
any Lwn m_llmnu Inltametiied Ly Lhe govermoment?

9. Why hu!lh- ilqnh e erested by the govermment?
10. Write mm o
() Minimsum support price

(1), “Buffer stock

irl  Issuc price
(] Fair price shops
11. Whot are the problems of e lunetioning of Fatlon shops’?
12, Write a ot on the Tole of cooprratives lﬁ'pruﬂd'hlg foutd somed relintod Hlrmes.

- Food Securily in India
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